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About the Young Academy of Scotland

The Young Academy of Scotland brings together entrepreneurs, 
academics, business leaders, teachers, and other professionals to 
work collaboratively for the benefit of society.

By sharing our knowledge and practical expertise, we investigate 
pressing social issues, inform public debate, amplify marginalised
voices, and drive transformational change. We do this through a 
wide range of interdisciplinary projects, led by our members.

The Young Academy of Scotland was established by the Royal Society
of Edinburgh in 2011 to provide a platform for innovative young 
professionals from all areas of academia, business, third sector 
organisations and public life, to work together to address the most 
challenging issues facing society in Scotland and beyond.

In our work, we always seek to be creative, collaborative, and 
evidence-based, and our members grow rapidly as leaders as well 
as citizens during their time with us.

Our activities are coordinated by a member-led Facilitating Group 
of four elected co-chairs and an elected treasurer, together with 
two members of staff.
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Welcome from the Facilitating Group
A warm welcome to all our new members; congratulations on your successful 
application to the Young Academy of Scotland (YAS). Competition for membership
is high; your success is testament to both your professional achievements and your
clear vision for contributing to Scotland’s future. YAS continues to strengthen its 
membership by inducting talented and diverse young leaders from business,
the non-profit sector, public service, the arts, and academia. Interdisciplinary working
is crucial to our ethos and we cannot wait to see the unique collaborations that 
come from this new cohort of members.

YAS has big plans for the year ahead. We have already begun work to address
the countless ways in which COVID-19 has impacted our society, with our
#YASBlogsCOVID series, which we plan to continue into 2021. We also are working
on projects to encourage children to engage with the high-level decision-making
which affects their lives, and to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. We are exploring the effects tree-planting 
has on our environment and developing a collaboration aiming to increase the 
visibility of Scotland’s coastal communities. Together with the RSE, YAS continues
to address the challenges facing the tertiary education sector, developing creative 
opportunities to amplify the voice of practitioners.  

There are many current projects to which we hope you will contribute; however, 
we are also open to new ideas! We hope that you will bring your expertise, 
enthusiasm, and creativity to YAS to collaborate on new interdisciplinary projects
that will achieve transformative change in Scotland and beyond.
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FG co-chairs: 
          Nikki Moran, Co-chair (Job share) for International Profile

          Wenxuan Hou, Co-chair (Job share) for International Profile

          Alice König, Co-chair for Communications

          Emma Boffey, Co-chair for Membership

          Emilie Combet, Co-chair for the Work Programme

          Sandro Carnicelli, YAS Treasurer
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Engage with us

Join an existing project
YAS has many ongoing projects, all of which new YAS members are welcome to contribute to.
Information on these projects and calls to action may be found in the regular YAS members’
newsletter or on Slack. If you have a question about how to get involved in a project, don’t
hesitate to ask the YAS office, your YAS buddy, or any other YAS member!

Propose a new project
We are always open to new project ideas, if they are interdisciplinary, collaborative, and 
connected to at least one of our Themes or Grand Challenges. If you would like to start 
a new project, please start a conversation on the relevant Slack channel. (Every Theme and
Grand Challenge has its own channel, and these are the best places to start forming a new
project team!)

YAS positions
We have several different kinds of “office-bearer” positions in YAS, from Facilitating Group 
co-chairs to Theme and Grand Challenge leads. If you are interested in taking on a leadership
role in YAS, you may wish to consider putting yourself forward for one of these positions. 
Position vacancies will be announced in the YAS newsletter and in the #general Slack channel.

There are also opportunities for members to represent YAS on RSE committees as well as 
opportunities to work with our sister Young Academies across the world.

Attend events
We hold 3 ordinary meetings per year for all members, where we discuss our work 
programme, host exciting external speakers, and update the membership on the operations 
of YAS. Members are required to attend at least one of these meetings each year, to ensure
they remain connected with each other and our work programme.

1     Spring Plenary Meeting (held in April or May)

2    YAS Annual General Meeting (held in August or early September)

3    YAS Winter Plenary Meeting (usually held in December)

We also hold a variety of project-specific meetings, special plenary meetings, regional 
meetings, and public-facing events. These are a wonderful opportunity to get to 
know your fellow members and get involved in our work programme.
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Membership of the Young Academy of Scotland is an invitation to serve. Members are selected
based on their expertise and experience, with a view to the interdisciplinary projects that we
hope will result from collaboration between them. 

As a guide, we suggest members set aside a minimum of 6 hours per month to participate in 
and work on YAS projects. We do, however, appreciate that the amount of time dedicated to
YAS will vary over the course of your five-year membership.

Below we have outlined various ways you can engage with YAS. For further information on these,
please refer to your new members information pack, or contact the YAS Office.
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Julia is a chartered engineer and SER certifier at Arup, an independent
firm of engineers and designers working in the built environment. 
She specialises in structural engineering, in particular the re-purposing
of historic buildings. Now is an exciting time to be an engineer because
we can meaningfully contribute technical solutions to current global 
environment and societal issues.

Julia sits on both the Scottish Regional Group Committee and the 
national Institution of Structural Engineers, Health, Safety and Wellbeing
Panel. Julia is particularly focused on supporting people who are 
adjusting to major personal health changes.

Outside of work, Julia is a keen runner, mountaineer, skier and milliner.
As a young adult, Julia was captivated by her experiences of science
exploration and travel in the Arctic and is a long-standing member 
of the Scottish Arctic Club.  
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Ms Julia Allison
Chartered Engineer
Ove Arup & Partners Ltd

Keywords

Structural Engineering

Creative collaboration

Urban Environment 

Heritage

Data-driven automation

Arctic 

As a Visiting Researcher at Strathclyde Institute of Pharmacy and Biomedical
Sciences, Issraa works jointly between Cancer Biology and Drug Delivery
labs. She plays an essential part in research and student supervision and
brings her expertise in the pharmaceutical sciences to the development of
new research ideas to formulate a novel anticancer delivery system that 
targets cancer cells without affecting healthy cells. 

Issraa held the position of Lecturer at the Drug Delivery Department, College
of Pharmacy in Iraq in 2011 and prior to this was a Formulation Consultant at
Ibn Sina Pharmaceutical Ltd in Iraq.

She did her BSc in Pharmacy Sciences and MSc in Drug Delivery at the 
University of Baghdad in Iraq and her PhD was in Drug Delivery and 
Targeting at Strathclyde Institute of Pharmacy and Biomedical Sciences
in Glasgow, Scotland.

Dr Issraa Al-Obaidi
Visiting Researcher in Drug Delivery
University of Strathclyde

Keywords

Anticancer 
Drug Delivery

Formulation 
of less toxic 
delivery system

Targeting of 
cancer cells
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Caitrin Armstrong heads up the Writing Communities team at Scottish Book
Trust, Scotland’s leading reading and writing charity. She oversees a range 
of programmes, including Live Literature which brings authors to schools,
libraries and other not-for-profit organisations and reaches approximately
50,000 people across every local authority in Scotland. She also has overall
responsibility for the writer development programme which supports 
professional writers at all stages of their career through opportunities such as
the New Writers Awards, the Ignite Fellowship and the Robert Louis Stevenson
Fellowship. Young writers are also catered to, with a range of initiatives, one
particularly popular one being StoryCon, an annual creative writing convention
for young writers and illustrators.

Caitrin is interested in creativity and education, and ensuring that everyone is
represented in literature and the arts.

Ms Caitrin Armstrong
Head of Writing Communities
Scottish Book Trust

Keywords

Arts

Awards

Education

Equalities

Young People

Writing

Keywords

Business 
Strategy

Customer 
Experience

Personal 
Finance

Financial 
Capability

Management 
and Leadership

Laura has been at RBS for 7 years holding roles in Group Strategy, Product 
strategy & Planning and Unsecured Lending Pricing before joining Everyday
banking and taking up her current position managing the current account 
product and customer journey. She has a specific interest in financial capability
and the role NatWest and other institutions can play at an individual customer
and wider societal level.

Before joining RBS she spent 10 years at Coalition, an investment banking and
capital markets strategy consultancy where she worked with a range of
Investment Banks in London, New York and Mumbai on strategic benchmarking
and human capital projects. Laura has a BSc in Physical Geography from the
University of Bristol and is currently participating in the NatWest Climate Change
Transformation Programme delivered by Edinburgh University Business School.
She lives in Edinburgh with her husband and 2 children.

Mrs Laura Behan
Customer Journey Manager
Royal Bank of Scotland



Originally from Germany, Dr Bernhard Blumenau has studied and worked
in various countries across Europe over the last 15 years. Since coming to 
Scotland in 2015, he has been a Lecturer in International Relations at the 
Centre for the Study of Terrorism and Political Violence (CSTPV) at the 
University of St Andrews. He is interested in the history of terrorism, state
terrorism and antiterrorism at large as well as international cooperation/ 
diplomacy, and German foreign policy. Currently, Dr Blumenau is working on
two research projects. One is a history of how international organisations have
dealt with terrorism since the late 1800s. His second project is a book on the
(long) history of state terrorism from the Middle Ages until today. 

Within the Young Academy of Scotland, Dr Blumenau is eager to work on the
‘International’ theme and the ‘Increasing Scotland’s positive role in the world‘
Grand Challenge. 
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Dr Bernhard Blumenau
Lecturer in International Relations
University of St Andrews Keywords

History

Terrorism

Antiterrorism

State terrorism

Foreign Policy

Diplomacy

International
Organisations

International
Cooperation

Europe

Germany

Jo is Chief Executive of Dunedin Consort, one of the world’s leading baroque
ensembles, based in Edinburgh. She graduated from Cambridge University
with a First Class degree in Musicology in 2004, and completed a PhD 
focussing on the role of the slow movement in Beethoven’s music at Durham
University in 2011. 

After roles at Britten Sinfonia, Northern Sinfonia and Live Music Now, she
moved to Scotland and was Label Manager for Delphian Records before
joining Dunedin Consort. She is also a freelance writer on classical music
for organisations including the BBC Proms, London Symphony Orchestra and
Scottish Chamber Orchestra. She is the author of the 2014 RCS/NMS Mapping
Report on the provision of new music in Scotland, and was an external funding
assessor for Creative Scotland. 

Jo is a keen advocate for the arts in health, education and community settings,
and is a member of the Board of Directors for St Mary’s Music School, Edinburgh.

Dr Jo Buckley
Chief Executive
Dunedin Consort

Keywords

Music

Classical Music

Education

Arts

Well-being
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Mine Çetinkaya-Rundel is Senior Lecturer in the School of Mathematics
at University of Edinburgh and Data Scientist and Professional Educator
at RStudio. Mine’s work focuses on innovation in statistics and data 
science pedagogy, with an emphasis on computing, reproducible 
research, student-centered learning, and open-source education 
as well as pedagogical approaches for enhancing retention of women
and under-represented minorities in STEM. 

Mine works on the OpenIntro project, whose mission is to make 
educational products that are free, transparent, and lower barriers to 
education. She is also the creator and maintainer of datasciencebox.org
and she teaches the popular Statistics with R MOOC on Coursera. 

Mine is the Past Chair of the ASA’s Section on Statistics and Data 
Science Education and an ASA and ISI Fellow.

Dr Mine Çetinkaya-Rundel
Senior Lecturer in Statistics and Data Science
University of Edinburgh

Keywords

Data science

Statistics

Computing

Reproducible Research

Education

Data Visualisation

Delma is a Lecturer in Medical Sciences with the Aberdeen Fungal Group 
at the University of Aberdeen. She completed her PhD in Microbiology 
& Immunology in her native state of Texas at UT Health Science Center at San
Antonio in 2012. Her lab is currently interested in using molecular approaches
and ‘omics tools to determine how antifungal therapy and drug resistance
change the way fungi evade human immune defences to cause disease. 

Fungal diseases are an under-appreciated global health threat that are
responsible for more than a million deaths per year. Delma is keen to raise 
public awareness about fungal infections and the growing problem of 
antimicrobial resistance. To that end, Delma is a registered STEM Ambassador,
has previously been a weekly winner of ‘I’m a Scientist, Stay at Home’, and 
was a scientific consultant on a science fiction film.

Dr Delma Childers
Lecturer in Medical Sciences
University of Aberdeen

Keywords

Antimicrobial 
Resistance

Fungal Infection

Host-Pathogen
Interactions

Molecular Biology

Public Engagement



Matteo Ciantia is a Senior Lecturer in Civil Engineering at the University
of Dundee, which he joined as a Lecturer in 2017 after a JRF at Imperial
College London. He holds a PhD from Politecnico di Milano and was
postdoctoral researcher at UPC Barcelona before moving to the UK. 
His current research is focussed on numerical modelling of soil structure
interaction problems which involve complex loading conditions and
large displacements/deformation relevant to offshore and onshore 
geotechnical engineering structures (pipelines, anchors and foundations).
His contributions in research to date were internationally recognised in
September 2019 when he received the International Society for 
Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering Bright Spark award. 
Father-of-three, he is a proud European citizen, born and raised in
Uganda in a family of Italian missionary doctors. Driven by his childhood
experience, Matteo is particularly dedicated to promoting engineering
in low income countries.
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Dr Matteo Ciantia
Senior Lecturer in Civil Engineering
University of Dundee

Keywords

Geohazards

Numerical Modelling

Geomechanics

Offshore Geotechnical 
Engineering

Soil Mechanics

Soft Rocks

Soil Structure Interaction

Jamie is passionate about connecting people and ideas, and in exploring
Scotland’s role in the world. As Head of RSA Scotland, he works across a
broad range of different topics, which allows him to challenge and explore
his own ideas and understanding. Jamie has a particular interest in the idea
of a Basic Income – a topic which has shot to the top of the political agenda
over the last few years, and which he is engaged with on a global level. 
He believes Scotland has a role, and a responsibility, to be a positive agent
in the world, and he has enjoyed developing links with partners around the
world – in particular in helping develop a relationship between the great
cities of Glasgow and Pittsburgh, which he is always happy to discuss 
at length!

Mr Jamie Cooke
Head of RSA Scotland
RSA Keywords

Basic Income

Cities

Policy

Circular Economy

Innovation

Global Connections

Networking
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Sharon Deane-Cox is Senior Lecturer in Translation Studies at the University 
of Strathclyde. She has long been fascinated by questions of how ideas, values and
identities travel across languages and cultures. Her first monograph, Retranslation:
Translation, Literature and Reinterpretation (Bloomsbury, 2014) explores the 
phenomenon of literary retranslation from stylistic, paratextual and contextual 
perspectives. A British Academy Postdoctoral Fellowship (University of Edinburgh,
2014–16) then allowed her to investigate the ethical and epistemological dimensions
of translating French experiences of the Holocaust. A recent Carnegie Trust 
Research Incentive Grant focused her attention on recovering the history of 
translation and interpreting during the Belsen Relief Effort in 1945, and she 
currently leads the RSE-funded 'Translating Scotland's Heritage' research network.
Sharon is also Associate Editor of the Translation Studies journal and co-editor of
the forthcoming Routledge Encyclopedia of Translation and Memory. 

Dr Sharon Deane-Cox
Senior Lecturer in Translation Studies
University of Strathclyde

Keywords

Memory

Heritage

Holocaust

Museum

Translation History

Translation Ethics

Intercultural 
Communication

Literature 

Maria-Daniella Dick is Lecturer in Irish and Scottish Literature post-1900 within the
department of English Literature at the University of Glasgow. Her research is in 
literature and philosophy since 1900. In particular, she works on the intersection of
international modernism and modernity with continental philosophy and critical 
theory, and on the comparative and European dimensions of Irish and Scottish culture.
She holds degrees in both Arts and in Law, and has a specific interest in the
interrelation of textual forms, broadly conceived, with civic life and political formations.
She has worked extensively on public engagement and knowledge exchange and has
a developing interest in the public policy dimensions of Arts research. In 2019–20, she
was Principal Investigator on the RSE-funded workshop project ‘Twenty Years Hence:
Irish and Scottish Studies and the State of the Nations’, which brought cross-disciplinary
academic contributors together with participants from the Irish and Scottish Governments
and the public policy sphere, in order to investigate the current status of Irish and
Scottish Studies and contribute to future pathways for bilateral relations within the
contemporary European context. More widely, she is concerned with issues of 
access within higher education and with communicating the continued value of Arts
and Humanities disciplines for students transitioning to and from University. 

Dr Maria-Daniella Dick
Lecturer in Irish and Scottish Literature
University of Glasgow

Keywords

Literature

Modernism 
and Modernity

Continental 
Philosophy

Irish and 
Scottish 
Studies

Critical Theory



Dr Katherine Duncan is a Chancellor’s Fellow in Marine Microbial Antibiotic
Discovery at the University of Strathclyde, Strathclyde Institute of Pharmacy
and Biomedical Sciences. Her group investigates the chemical ‘language’ 
of marine microorganisms. In particular, she is interested in the influence 
and patterns of environment, ecology, biogeography and evolution on this
metabolite exchange, with a focus on accelerating the biodiscovery of novel
antibiotics from our underexplored oceans.

Prior to starting her group in 2016, she has completed two Postdoctoral 
Fellowships at Scripps Institution of Oceanography (California) in Marine 
Biomedicine and at The Scottish Marine Institute in Marine Biotechnology, 
a PhD in Biomedical Science (Canada) and a MChem with International 
Placement (Florida). 

An advocate for education-for-all and equality, diversity and inclusion
in STEMM, Kate is faculty for the non-for-profit Homeward Bound, 
a global women in STEMM leadership programme, and has twice co-led 
the science program (including Antarctic expedition).
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Dr Katherine Duncan
Chancellor’s Fellow in Drug Discovery
University of Strathclyde

Keywords

Antibiotic Discovery

Microbiology

Marine Science

Chemical Ecology

Women in Science
Leadership

Dr Nadimul Faisal is a Reader in Mechanical Engineering at Robert Gordon
University (RGU), Aberdeen. He specialises in micromechanics and surface
engineering, instrumented mechanical testing, and neutron diffraction strain
analysis. In the past, Dr Faisal worked at Alfaisal University, University of
Strathclyde, Heriot-Watt University and International Advanced Research 
Centre for Powder Metallurgy and New Materials (ARCI). He is Member of
IMechE, IMMM and CEng, and Fellow of Higher Education Academy (FHEA).
He is a founder and director of start-up technology company d-Finger Ltd,
which is developing sensing methods to digitise runway surface conditions.

Dr Nadimul Faisal
Reader in Mechanical Engineering
Robert Gordon University

Keywords

Micromechanics

Surface Engineering

Coating

Sensors

Residual Strain

Digitisation
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Dr Manuel Fernández-Götz is Head of Archaeology and Reader in European
Archaeology at the University of Edinburgh. After completing a binational
PhD between Germany and Spain, he moved to Scotland in 2013. His main
areas of interest are Iron Age and Roman societies, the archaeology 
of identities, the materiality of mobility processes, and conflict archaeology.
His research has included aspects such as the origins of the first towns
in temperate Europe, the archaeology of the Roman conquest, and 
approaches to migrations in late prehistory. In 2016 he was awarded the
prestigious Philip Leverhulme Prize and since 2017 he is a fellow of the
Young Academy of Europe. He has directed fieldwork in Scotland, Spain,
Germany, and Croatia. 

Dr Manuel Fernández-Götz
Reader in European Archaeology
University of Edinburgh

Keywords

Archaeology

Ancient History

Conflict

Migration

Urbanisation

Daniel is a Senior Lecturer in Mathematics for Engineering Applications 
at the University of Edinburgh. His teaching and research is focused on 
the development and application of mathematical methods to real-world
problems. His current research focus is on the decarbonisation of thermal
energy systems which is a research area that requires input and advice
from computer scientists, engineers, architects, economists and social 
scientists. He is the thermal energy theme leader in the Energy@Ed
initiative which tries to facilitate collaborative sustainable energy research.
He leads an interdisciplinary EPSRC project in seasonal thermal energy
storage and is a collaborator in a large GCRF project about sustainable
cooling infrastructures. As a first generation academic, he is keen to 
contribute to the widening participation movement and is involved in the
STEM ambassador programme and the Athena SWAN self-assessment
team of the School of Engineering.

Dr Daniel Friedrich
Senior Lecturer in Mathematics 
for Engineering Applications
University of Edinburgh

Keywords

Mathematical 
Modelling

Energy System 
Design and 
Optimisation

Heat Decarbonisation

Sustainable Cooling

Adsorption 
Process Design

Carbon Capture



Dr Caroline Gauchotte-Lindsay is a Senior Lecturer in Environmental
Engineering. With work at the boundary between engineering and 
science, she strives to tackle some of the world’s most pressing 
environmental challenges such as pollution and water scarcity. 
Her research employs state-of-the-art analytical and spectroscopic 
approaches to track and remediate contaminants, e.g. persistent 
organic pollutants, personal care products and micro plastics, in the 
natural environment and in engineered systems. She has developed
solid partnerships with industry and policy makers. She is also an 
active player in issues around diversity and inclusion in STEM, and is 
co-programme director on the EPSRC VisNET project and a member 
of the TIGERs in STEMM. 
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Dr Caroline Gauchotte-Lindsay
Senior Lecturer in Environmental Engineering
University of Glasgow

Keywords

Water

Emerging 
Contaminants

Plastic

Analytical Chemistry

Women in STEMM

Dr Katie Gibson Smith is a Research Fellow in the School of Medicine,
Medical Sciences and Nutrition at the University of Aberdeen. She is a
Chartered Psychologist and mixed methods researcher with experience
in focus groups, interviews, questionnaires, consensus methods and 
systematic reviews.   

Katie is particularly interested in the application of theory to research 
and has worked in a variety of areas: educational inequality (widening 
access to medicine); wellbeing and resilience (in doctor and offshore
workers); health inequality (homeless and rural populations); promotion 
of self-care (in offshore workers); pharmacy practice (accessing pharmacy
services and managing medicines) and experiential healthcare student 
experiences.   

Whilst Katie has a broad research background her interests principally lie
in addressing health and educational inequality, and promoting wellbeing.
She enjoys collaborating with others from other sectors and disciplines,
and using her knowledge of psychological theory to inform research 
designs and enhance understanding of findings.   

Dr Kathrine Gibson Smith
Research Fellow
University of Aberdeen

Keywords

Self-care

Wellbeing 

Health Inequality

Educational Inequality

Medical Education

Behaviour Change

Mixed Methods
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Dr Kevin Guyan is a researcher, writer and activist whose work explores the
intersection of data and identity. He is the author of the forthcoming book
Queer Data: Using Gender, Sex and Sexuality Data for Action, which 
examines the collection, analysis and use of gender, sex and sexuality data,
particularly as it relates to LGBTQ people in the UK. 

Kevin works as Researcher for an organisation that focuses on equality, 
diversity and inclusion (EDI) among staff and students in UK higher education.
Outside of higher education, Kevin runs the research consultancy EDI 
Scotland, which promotes robust research with a radical edge and works
with organisations (big and small) to make Scotland a more equal society.

Kevin completed a PhD in history at University College London in 2016 
and has presented his research across Europe and the USA. Kevin lives 
with his husband in Edinburgh.

Dr Kevin Guyan
Head of Knowledge and Research
EDI Scotland

Keywords

LGBTQ

Queer

Data

Research Methods

Equality

Social Justice

Higher Education

Dr Mohammed-Albarra Hassan gained his PhD in computer
sciences from University de Lorraine, France.

He worked as an Assistant Professor of Computer Sciences,
University of Gezira, Sudan.

His research interests include operational research, 
combinatorial optimisation, parallel machines scheduling, 
optimisation of logistics, transportation systems, data 
warehouse and business intelligence and data science.

His teaching interests include algorithms design and analysis,
data structures, OOP, programming languages and databases.

Dr Mohammed-Albarra Hassan
Assistant Professor of Computer Sciences
University of Gezira Sudan

Keywords

Combinatorial Optimisation

Parallel Machines Scheduling

Optimisation of Logistic

Transportation Systems

Data Warehouse and 
Business Intelligence 
and Data Science



Hadi Heidari is a Senior Lecturer in the James Watt School of Engineering
at the University of Glasgow. His Microelectronics Lab consists of 3 
postdoctoral researchers and 8 PhD students and conducts pioneering 
research on microelectronics design and integrated sensors for medical
and industrial applications. His research has been funded by major 
research councils and funding organisations including the European
Commission, EPSRC, Royal Society and Scottish Funding Council. 
He is PI for H2020 MSCA-IF “WiseCure: Wireless Implantable Devices 
for Neurological Disorders Cure” and the €8.4M H2020 FET-Proactive 
“Hybrid Enhanced Regenerative Medicine Systems (HERMES)” projects.
He is a member of the eFutures Steering Group (an EPSRC-funded 
network representing the UK’s electronics academic community). He is
the General Chair of 27th IEEE ICECS 2020. He has been the recipient of
a number of awards e.g. 2020 IET JA Lodge Healthcare Technologies 
and 2019 IEEE Sensors Council Young Professional Awards.
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Dr Hadi Heidari
Senior Lecturer in Electronic and Nanoscale Engineering
University of Glasgow

Keywords

Microelectronics

Integrated 
Circuit Design

Magnetic Sensors

Flexible and Wearable 
Electronics

Implantable Device

Spintronics

Neural Interface

Fiona continuously cultivates her knowledge of culture, heritage and tourism. She
gains achievements and accolades within practitioner, academic and policy circles. 

Her Masters Degree focused on socio-museology at Amsterdam’s College for the
Arts. Later, she conducted an ESRC funded studentship in partnership with the
Royal Albert Memorial Museum. Her resulting PhD in Management Studies was
awarded by the University of Exeter. 

Fiona has experience creating, brokering and leading projects involving SMEs, 
the third sector, universities, professional support bodies and the public sector.
Now employed by Historic Environment Scotland, she applies social science and
management techniques towards strategic delivery of community development,
equalities, skills investment, digital, and futures thinking. 

In her spare time Fiona loves to visit new places, meet diverse people and try 
out different activities. As Vice Chair of People Know How, she drives governance
improvements to support the charity’s growth and innovation.  

Dr Fiona Hutchison
Research Manager
Historic Environment Scotland

Keywords

Cultural 
Management

Heritage Tourism

Knowledge 
Exchange

Social Research

Community 
Engagement
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Eamon is an academic at the University of Edinburgh School of Law and a 
qualified solicitor. He is the Convenor of the Board of the Scottish Legal Action
Group, a member of the Law Society of Scotland’s Criminal Law Committee 
and sits on the Scottish Working Group of the Access to Justice Foundation. 

Eamon teaches and researches the Scots law of evidence, with a particular
focus on the evidential issues that arise in the context of the prosecution of 
sexual offending. He is currently working on two books (one on sexual offences
and the other on the theoretical underpinnings of the Scots law of evidence). 
He brings considerable practical insight and understanding of the Scottish 
criminal justice system to his academic research, through his time spent as a
defence solicitor, and latterly as a Legal Officer at the Scottish Criminal Cases
Review Commission (a non-departmental public body that investigates potential
miscarriages of justice in Scotland). He often provides expert opinion to foreign
lawyers on matters relating to the Scots law of evidence. 

In his spare time, he enjoys running (slowly) and reading (especially the works 
of John McGahern, James Baldwin and Hilary Mantel). 

Mr Eamon Keane
Early Career Fellow in Criminal Law and Evidence
University of Edinburgh

Keywords

Law

Courts

The Law 
of Evidence

Sexual Offences

Access to Justice

Fiona is a Research Fellow in Biological & Biomedical Sciences at Glasgow
Caledonian University. She has a background in pharmacology, neuroscience
and functional genomics, gained during her training at the University of 
Glasgow, Kings College London and University College London.

Her research investigates the molecular pathology of Alzheimer’s disease, 
with the aim of finding new targets for the development of disease-altering
treatments for dementia. Outside the lab she is passionate about improving 
research environment through support of early career researchers, and raising
awareness of brain health through her work as ARUK Scotland Network 
Centre Co-ordinator and organisation of Community Engagement events.

Dr Fiona Kerr
Research Fellow in Biological & Biomedical Sciences
Glasgow Caledonian University

Keywords

Brain Health

Dementia

Functional Genomics

Drug Development

STEM Outreach & 
Public Engagement



Gary is a Lecturer in Festival and Event Management at Edinburgh Napier 
University. He leads a multidisciplinary research team exploring how festivals
can become more accessible for people living with dementia. He has a PhD in
biology and a second PhD in the critical study of science festivals.

As a practitioner, he undertakes industry roles from Event Manager to Staffing
Manager, Venue Manager, Creative Producer, Guest Curator and External 
Evaluator. He has delivered festival academies in the UAE and in Oman.

As a former Editor-in-Chief at the Journal of Science Policy and Governance,
Gary is passionate about evidence-based policy. He is an Academic Framework
Member at the Scottish Parliament. Formerly as a Scottish Parliament Science
Policy Fellow, he authored two research reports for MSPs.

Gary is a Magistrate, Independent Prisons Monitor and Chair of the Board 
of Trustees at Sonic Bothy – an inclusive organisation for musicians with 
an additional learning need. 
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Dr Gary Kerr
Lecturer in Festival and Event Management
Edinburgh Napier University

Keywords

Festivals

Events

Science 
Communication

Science Festivals

Curating

Accessibility

Science Policy

Dr Nancy Lombard’s research, in the main, looks at violence, gender and young
people. Her findings have generated policy change and investment in gender
equality programmes across health, education and the voluntary sector. She is
currently leading a Scottish Government study looking at women’s experiences
of the criminal justice system.

Dr Lombard is an Associate Director at CRFR and also Research Lead at 
GCU having curated a new Gender Research Group that offers interdisciplinary
membership. She sits on the editorial board of the internationally recognised
Violence Against Women journal and the advisory board of the Journal of
Gender Based Violence. She was a Core Expert for the European Network 
of Experts in Gender Equality (ENEGE) before Brexit and continues to provide
consultation and training on gender equality.

Dr Lombard is a disability advocate and community activist. She lives in 
Glasgow with her partner, five children, three cats and new puppy. She loves
camping, walking, theatre, films, rock music and relishes the opportunity to sit
and read a good book.

Dr Nancy Lombard
Reader in Sociology and Social Policy
Glasgow Caledonian University

Keywords

Gender
Feminisms
Masculinities
Young People
Children
Coercive Control
Innovative 
Methodologies
Sociology
Equality
Policy
DVA Domestic 
Violence and Abuse
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Dr Henry Lovat is an international law specialist, with interdisciplinary 
training in International Law and Political Science/International Relations, 
and a professional background in international and UK law and policy.

He has a particularly (peculiarly?) longstanding interest in the politics 
of international law. In this vein, his research at the University of Glasgow 
primarily focuses on “International Institutions Under Pressure”, examining
the manifestations, causes and implications of political resistance to
international institutions, especially international courts.

Dr Lovat was formerly a Lord Kelvin Adam Smith Research Fellow at the 
University of Glasgow. Before joining academia on a full-time basis, he 
worked as a legal adviser with the UK Government and British Business 
Bank, prior to which he was in private practice as an English-qualified 
solicitor. He has also worked at various points with the Council of Europe, 
various United Nations bodies, and UK and international NGOs.

While interested in working on a range of issues, Dr Lovat is particularly struck
by the Grand Challenge to “increase Scotland’s positive role in the world”. 
He looks forward to working with others to advance this and other YAS ambitions.

Dr Henry Lovat
Lecturer in International
Law and Politics
University of Glasgow

Keywords

International Law 
and Politics
Foreign Policy
Security
Trade and
Investment
Human Rights
Rule of law
Public Law
Economic 
Development
Corporate 
Governance
Brexit
Devolution
International
Futures

Keywords

Landscape 
Architecture
Creative Practice
Ecology
Landscape Change
Coastal Resilience
Coastal Communities
Trees
Participatory 
Practices
Urban Landscape
Rural Change

Lisa MacKenzie is a Senior Lecturer at the University of Edinburgh in the
Edinburgh School of Architecture and Landscape Architecture (ESALA)
and a practicing Landscape Architect. Lisa conducts her work to forge
meaningful relationships between Research, Teaching and Practice, using
each method of knowledge formation to draw influence from and feedback
to the other. Lisa believes that landscape architecture’s authority exists in its
force as a mediatory genre. In all forms of practice in which she is engaged,
Lisa is motivated to seek out inter-epistemic knowledge and translate findings
into outputs that are useful, useable and command impact on the ground.
Lisa currently holds an RSE Networking Award for a project working with
Coastal Resilience and Coastal Communities in the Cromarty Firth, 
Scotland. Lisa is interested in forging meaningful socio-ecological futures
for all kinds of landscapes, whether they be large or small, urban or rural.

Ms Lisa Mackenzie
Senior Lecturer in 
Landscape Architecture
University of Edinburgh



Dr Mehul Malik is an Associate Professor of Physics at Heriot-Watt 
University, Edinburgh. He leads an experimental research group that
studies the quantum nature of light. Dr Malik is primarily interested in
the entanglement of structured photons in space and time, and their 
application in quantum technologies for communication, imaging, 
and computation. Above all else, he is driven by a desire to better 
understand the universe that we as humans can perceive, as well 
as the bits that we cannot! In addition to physics, Dr Malik is interested
in exploring connections between Science and the Arts, addressing
problems facing the international mobility of academic researchers, 
and increasing gender diversity in STEM.
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Dr Mehul Malik
Associate Professor of Physics
Heriot-Watt University

Keywords

Experimental 
Quantum Physics

Quantum 
Technologies

Structured Light

Entanglement

Areti is a Lecturer in Computer Science at the University of St Andrews.
In her research, she employs artificial intelligence methods to improve the
delivery of healthcare services. Her focus is on data-driven optimisation of
patient flow and improvement of care pathways for patients with long-term
conditions.

Areti has also been leading a range of innovative health data science and
computing courses, teaching undergraduate, postgraduate and professional
audiences how to capitalise on the power of data to enhance human health.
This includes the free online course Code Yourself!, which has attracted over
220,000 learners worldwide. In addition to teaching, Areti has extensive 
public engagement experience, for which she has been awarded a Head 
of College Outreach prize.

Prior to joining the University of St Andrews, Areti worked as a Teaching and
Research Fellow and as a Senior Researcher at the University of Edinburgh,
where she also obtained her PhD.

Dr Areti Manataki
Lecturer in Computer Science
University of St Andrews

Keywords

Health Informatics

Artificial Intelligence

Data Science

Workflow 
Management

Computing 
Education

Online Education
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Douglas Morrison is the Director of Operations and Future Skills at Construction
Scotland Innovation Centre. He is responsible for supporting the construction industry
in Scotland to embrace transformational change through the adoption of modern
methods of construction, investment in skills, and changes in policy and investment
strategies. Particular areas of interest include promoting diversity and inclusion within
the industry and supporting Scotland’s transition towards a net-zero built environment.

He holds a master’s degree in Educational Technology and is a Doctor of Philosophy
(Ph.D.) candidate researching gender, habitus, and occupational segregation in the
construction industry at the University of Strathclyde. Douglas also acts as a Fellow
of the Institute for Innovation and Knowledge Exchange.

Having spent much of his career in the further and higher education sector, Douglas
is passionate about the role that education plays in enabling people to realise their
ambitions and achieve their goals. He has extensive experience of developing and
designing technology enhanced and blended learning approaches aimed at 
widening access and enhancing the learner experience. 

Douglas holds several ambassadorial, committee and representative roles with 
organisations including Scottish Funding Council, Construction Leadership Forum,
Circular Glasgow, and the Glasgow Economic Leadership Group.

Mr Douglas Morrison
Director of Operations and Future Skills
Construction Scotland Innovation Centre

Keywords

Education

Gender

Innovation

Built 
Environment

Net-Zero

Circular 
Economy

Dr Ashraf Mousa worked as a Lecturer in Syrian universities for more than ten
years. He has been a Visiting Scholar in International Relations at St Andrews
University since 2017. Dr Mousa has done a great deal of research into Politics.
He was most recently published in St Andrews’ Syrian Studies journal. In 2020,
he also published a book on Public Relations. Currently, he is finalising research
on one of the aspects of the Middle East conflict.

Dr Mousa has had the opportunity to deliver an International Relations seminar
at the University of St Andrews.

As a contributor at IHS Markit, he writes reports on political and economic
issues concerning the Middle East. 

Dr Mousa also enjoys reading, memorising and writing Arabic poetry.

Dr Ashraf Mousa
Visiting Scholar in International Relations
University of St Andrews

Keywords

International 
Relations

Middle East 
Conflict

Palestine

Public Relations

Arabic Poetry



Pawel is a teacher, programmer and entrepreneur. He designs and delivers 
programming courses at the University of Edinburgh Business School. 
Drawing from years of experience as an industry programmer, instructor at a
programming bootcamp, and researcher, Pawel creates innovative, interactive
and collaboration-based courses at the Business School and the Edinburgh 
Futures Institute.

Pawel's PhD on touching fabrics on a mobile phone screen helped small 
Scottish textile makers to compete on international markets. This theme of using
technology for ethical, sustainable and charity causes led Pawel to contribute 
to a number of local initiatives; at CodeClan, he created a charity placement 
programme and mentoring network, helping tens of charities and giving 
hundreds of students their first real-world client experience; with DataKirk 
he designed and ran data science courses for the local BME community; 
and recently, as the CTO of FeelingGood.app, he is building digital wellbeing
tools for hundreds of thousands of Scottish NHS patients.
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Dr Pawel Orzechowski
Senior Teaching Fellow in Programming for Business
University of Edinburgh

Keywords

Education

Programming

Charity

Community

Citizenship

Engagement

Sustainability

Mental Health

Keywords

Behaviour Change

Community-based
Health Promotion

Physical Activity

Social Prescribing

Cancer 
Survivorship

Health 
Communication

Dr Gozde Ozakinci is a chartered health psychologist working on understanding
the determinants of health behaviours and risk perception, exploring the use of
community-based approaches to health promotion and social prescribing, and 
creating and assessing emotional self-management programmes for cancer 
survivors. She has a BA in Psychology from Bogazici University (Turkey), MSc
in Health Psychology from University College London, PhD in Social/Health
Psychology from Rutgers – The State University of New Jersey (USA) and postgrad
diploma in Cognitive Behavioural Psychotherapy from University of Dundee. 
She teaches in medical courses on behavioural sciences and communication 
skills as well as postgraduate health psychology courses.

Dr Gozde Ozakinci
Senior Lecturer in Health Psychology
University of St Andrews
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James’s group studies Earth's carbon cycle and climate. To do this they use and
develop geochemical proxies of past environmental conditions, run computer
models that mimic ocean circulation and biogeochemistry, and go to sea to study
our changing oceans. 

Much of his research looks into Earth’s past, addressing questions such as the
causes of the ice ages, the mechanisms involved in rapid climate change, and
how and why CO2 has changed over geological time. He has a state of the art
geochemistry lab at the University of St Andrews, where they make high 
precision measurements of the elemental and isotopic composition of samples
ranging from ice cores to meteorites, and fossils to fuel cells. 

James is also committed to educating society about our changing climate, and
gives regular public shows, workshops, and sessions in schools on climate change.

Dr James Rae
Reader in Geochemistry and Climate Change
University of St Andrews

Keywords

Climate

CO2

Geochemistry

Earth Sciences

Geology

Oceanography

Dr Ramadan is a research fellow at the University of Edinburgh. She is part 
of Advance Higher Education Scotland’s Steering Group on Tackling Racism,
funded by the Scottish Funding Council. She is also a member of Advance Higher
Education’s Working Group for their Anti-Racism Curriculum project (ARC).  
She is a member of RACE.ED, a cross-university network concerned with race,
racialisation and decolonial studies from a multidisciplinary perspective.

Dr Ramadan’s research is interdisciplinary, encompassing Education, Sociology,
and Social Policy and resting on Decolonising Methodologies and Critical Race
Theory. Her current research examines the Study of Islam and Muslims in the
academy against a backdrop of racialisation and securitisation of Muslims.   

Dr Ibtihal Ramadan
Visiting Scholar in Education
University of Edinburgh

Keywords

Higher Education

Critical 
Race Theory

Postcolonialism

Racism

Minorities

Sociology
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Ed Roberts is currently a junior group leader at the Beatson Institute for
Cancer Research in Glasgow.

His research focuses on how anti-tumour immune responses are 
generated and maintained and specifically looks at how the tumour
interferes with this. Prior to moving to Glasgow Ed was a postdoctoral
fellow in San Francisco and did his PhD in Cambridge both looking
at immunology and its interaction with tumour development. 

Ed has also worked as a youth worker with LGBTQ youth and young carers
and as a volunteer support worker in an AIDS hospice which developed his
interests in how social and economic factors affect health outcomes. 

Dr Edward Roberts
Junior Group Leader
Beatson Institute 
for Cancer Research

Keywords

Cancer Research

Immune Response

Immunology

Tumour Development

LGBTQ Rights

Health Inequalities

Dr Zahra Rattray is a pharmacist with a background in pharmaceutical
sciences research having worked as a practising pharmacist in the 
clinical setting, the pharmaceutical industry and academia (Yale School
of Medicine, Manchester Pharmacy School).

She is currently a Chancellor’s Research Fellow and Lecturer in 
Translational Pharmaceutics at the Strathclyde Institute of Pharmacy
and Biomedical Sciences (SIPBS). Her lab is interested in developing
new tools for the evaluating the safety of next-generation medicines.
She is also interested in understanding the role of nuclear transport in
cancer aggressiveness with a view to developing new chemotherapies.
Her research team uses an interdisciplinary approach to study these
subjects. 

Zahra is lead for pharmacy public engagement and widening access
within SIPBS. Zahra is looking forward to working with YAS members to
inspire the next-generation of pharmacists from across Scotland and
make health knowledge accessible to all.

Dr Zahra Rattray
Chancellor’s Research Fellow and 
Lecturer in Translational Pharmaceutics
University of Strathclyde

Keywords

Pharmacy

Drug Development

Widening Access

Public Engagement

Cancer Research
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Santiago is a Senior Lecturer in Chemical Engineering at the University
of Edinburgh. He previously served as Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Civil, Environmental, and Geo-Engineering at the 
University of Minnesota. Santiago received a PhD in chemical 
engineering from Princeton University, and carried out postdoctoral
research in environmental engineering at Yale University. 

His research interests include colloid and interface science in 
environmental systems, membrane-based processes for (waste) water
treatment, and the environmental applications and implications of 
nanomaterials and nanoplastics. Santiago was born and raised in 
Mexico City, Mexico.

Dr Santiago Romero-Vargas Castrillon
Senior Lecturer in Chemical Engineering
University of Edinburgh

Keywords

Water

Energy

Membranes

Interfaces

Nanotechnology  

Ulrich Schmiedel is Lecturer in Theology, Politics and Ethics at the 
University of Edinburgh, where he also works as Deputy Director of the
Centre for Theology and Public Issues. He specialises in political and public
theology which means that he is interested in religion in the public sphere.
Most of his recent research has been concerned with the significance 
of religion for migrant and post-migrant societies, particularly in Europe.

Prior to his appointment at Edinburgh, Ulrich was Lecturer in Systematic
Theology at Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München in Munich, Germany.
He completed his doctorate in theology at the University of Oxford, after
studying theology, sociology and hermeneutics at Glasgow and Stirling as
well as Leipzig and Halle-Wittenberg.

Dr Ulrich Schmiedel
Lecturer in Theology, Politics and Ethics
University of Edinburgh

Keywords

Theology

Politics

Ethics

Religion

Migration

Faith-based Activism
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Marion is a Consultant Physician in Geriatrics in Aberdeen and is Associate 
Postgraduate Dean for Medicine and Diagnostics in the North of Scotland, a 
region encompassing Grampian, the Highlands, Shetland, Orkney and the 
Western Isles. She is a Council Member of the Royal College of Physicians of 
Edinburgh and has held a variety of College roles including Chair of its Equality,
Diversity and Inclusivity Group. She completed the Scottish Quality and Safety
Fellowship in 2013. The central tenet of Marion’s work is to improve equality
of access to healthcare across Scotland, focusing on our remote and rural 
populations. Delivering flexible, person centred healthcare training creates 
realistic opportunities for career development and attracts and retains individuals
in hard to recruit to areas of Scotland. Similarly, delivering flexible and 
person-centred care enables our population to access high quality care closer
to home in a way that improves health, wellbeing and environmental outcomes.  

Dr Marion Slater
Consultant Physician in Geriatric Medicine
Aberdeen Royal Infirmary

Keywords

Healthcare

Remote 
and Rural

Flexible Training

Equality 
of Access

Reducing
Inequality 

Lilach is Reader, and deputy head of area, in Parasitology, at the 
University of Glasgow, and a Research group leader at the Wellcome
Centre for Integrative Parasitology. She is a molecular biologist who
studies the parasites causing toxoplasmosis and malaria. She is
interested in how different cells work (for example human cells vs 
parasite cells). She explores how those differences may inform 
the development of new therapy strategies – either to combat 
parasitic diseases, or to use unique parasite qualities to develop 
synthetic biology solutions for other diseases. 

Lilach also likes photography and outdoor walks and hikes.   

Dr Lilach Sheiner
Reader in Parasitology
University of Glasgow

Keywords

Infectious diseases

Parasites

Toxoplasmosis

Malaria

Cell-biology

Mitochondria

Synthetic-biology
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Dr Mirna Šolić is a lecturer in the University of Glasgow’s School of Modern 
Languages and Cultures, teaching in the field of Comparative Literature. Her
main areas of research are migration studies, travel writing, and text/image 
studies, film studies, and area studies (Central and Southeast Europe). 

She is currently co-directing University of Glasgow’s ArtsLab on Migrations in
Humanities Research, she participates in seminars organised by the University of 
Glasgow's Migration and Mobility Research Cluster, and contributes to the work 
of the Glasgow Refugee, Asylum and Migration Network.

Mirna is also a Principal Investigator of the RSE-funded project “How to Talk
About Migrations: Current Academic Research in Migration Studies and its 
Relevance for School Curriculum in Scotland and Further Afield” (2021). 

Mirna's research interests are inspired by her own personal experiences of the
Yugoslav Wars of the 1990s as well as her experience of living, studying, and
working in different linguistic and cultural environments (Yugoslavia/Croatia,
Czech Republic, Slovakia, Canada, the UK). 

She is very much interested in knowledge exchange activities, as well as work
with different non-academic communities in Scotland and abroad.

Dr Mirna Šolić
Lecturer in Czech
University of Glasgow

Keywords

Migration 
Studies

Travel writing

Text/image 
Studies

Film Studies

The Balkans

Central Europe

Comparative 
Literature

Mhairi is the Head of Public Engagement at the University of St Andrews.
In her role she creates, innovates and identifies the structures and processes
that support research to deliver and evidence high quality engagement with
wider communities, from the individual to the institutional level. This work 
facilitates the development and evaluation of public engagement activity and
strategies, embedding a culture of engagement throughout institutions and
in communities, and thereby empowering researchers and the public alike.

Mhairi also sits on the management board for the Byre Theatre in St Andrews
and is the current chairperson of the Scottish Public Engagement Network
(ScotPEN), a network which supports engagement practice and public 
engagement professionals around Scotland in their roles. Prior to this Mhairi
held research positions in tropical medicine in Scotland and Europe.

Dr Mhairi Stewart
Head of Public Engagement with Research
University of St Andrews

Keywords

Public Engagement

Community 
Engagement

Programme 
Evaluation

Collaborative 
Leadership

Change Management

Strategic Planning

Training 
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Claire is a civil servant with a strongly international theme to her career 
and currently leads the Scottish Government's International Division. 
They work to build Scotland's connections and external network with the
world beyond Europe, including through their development partnerships
and humanitarian relief fund. They work in line with Scotland's national 
performance framework to internationalise their work and thinking across
all policy areas, with a strong human rights focus. Claire moved to Scotland
in 2016 and prior to that worked in the now Foreign Commonwealth and
Development Office, serving in Delhi and Ankara as well as in London.  
Her roles centred on international economic policy and the European
Union, including representing the UK on the European Diplomatic 
Programme. She studied Classics and retains a keen interest in how 
a sharing of culture and history can enrich contemporary debates. 

Mrs Claire Tynte-Irvine
Head of International Division
Scottish Government

Keywords

Public Policy

International Relations

Economic Policy

International 
Development

Europe

Iman Tajik is an Iranian artist and photographer based in Glasgow. Tajik’s work is 
anchored in a strong social interest and demonstrates an effort to make work that is
a critical tool connected to international movements for social change. Tajik’s work
addresses issues of contemporary conditions of life with particular focus on 
migration and globalisation as a result of the diaspora nation of the planet. Tajik
makes installations, video, photography and performance. Through these mediums,
Tajik ’performs the border’. This speaks to personal experiences of crossing 
geographical borders and socio-political barriers to insists on the right to freedom 
of movement. Through this, Tajik spotlights and stresses the need for resistance 
towards barriers and boundaries that are implemented socially and politically in
favour of some but not all. A contribution towards bridging the divide between self
and other is paramount to Tajik’s practice.

Iman Tajik founded Who is? Project by collaboration with Jonas Jessen Hansen in
2017. Who Is? Project has been created as a space to open conversation surrounding
the current migrant crisis and the rise of nationalism.

Mr Iman Tajik
Artist & Photographer

Keywords

Social justice

Equality

Ethical

Migration

Refugee 
and Asylum

Art
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Ourania is a medically-qualified anatomist with a PhD in 
neuroscience. She is currently working as a lecturer in anatomy 
at the University of Glasgow School of Life Sciences. Ourania
teaches anatomy to science, medical and dental students, 
from sub-honours to honours levels, with her specialist areas
including imaging and the head and neck region. Ourania’s 
research includes imaging with a strong focus on ultrasound, 
clinically-applied anatomy and scholarship of teaching and learning
on medical humanities, the anatomy-art relationship and 
object-based learning. She is a strong advocator of medical 
humanities, writing her own poetry, and serving as an elected
member of the international steering committee for The Doctor 
as a Humanist (DASH).

Dr Ourania Varsou
Lecturer in Anatomy
University of Glasgow

Keywords

Anatomy

Neuroscience

Medicine

Imaging

Neuroimaging

MRI

Ultrasound

Imaging Phantoms

Medical Humanities

Art-Anatomy Relationship

Poetry

Object-Based Learning

History of Medicine

Science Communication

Dr Kirsty Wolley is a GP with experience and interest in working with 
patients and their communities described as having high levels of 
deprivation within Scotland. She has a special interest in the health needs
of children and young people, those needing end of life care and mental
health. She enjoys learning about how things work at an individual level
but also at a system or organisational level which led to undertaking a
year-long fellowship in medical leadership. She is currently in a clinical
advisory role supporting Scottish Government in the development in
mental health support for the health and social care workforce. 

Dr Kirsten Woolley
GP Development fellow
Lothian Unscheduled Care

Keywords

General Practice

Medicine

Mental Health

Medical Leadership

Health Inequalities
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Hyab is currently a PhD researcher and graduate teaching assistant at the 
University of Glasgow and holder of the UNESCO RILA PhD Scholarship. 
He worked formerly for local charities and international organisations in Egypt,
including UNHCR, IOM, Africa and Middle East Refugee Assistance (AMERA)
and Saint Andrew’s Refugee Services (StARS). Hyab has research interest in
refugee trafficking (which he wrote his MA dissertation on) and life-long 
researching interest in the ambivalent position of ‘the refugee’ as an ‘unprotected’
figure (his PhD project). 

Mr Hyab Yohannes
PhD Candidate in Education
University of Glasgow

Keywords

Intercultural
Communication

Third Sector

Refugee 
Assistance

Migration Studies

Human Trafficking

Education

Sarah is interested in education, sustainability and policy. She works at
Zero Waste Scotland on the Circular Economy. Her current focus is on
education and skills and her latest publication maps the circular economy
jobs and skills landscape in Scotland. She is developing educational
material and wants to influence education in all sectors at all levels to
mainstream circular economy thinking.

Previously, Sarah worked at the David Hume Institute, a Scottish think
tank. Before living in Scotland, Sarah worked on sustainable development
policy for the United Nations Development Programme while living
in Brazil.

Sarah originally trained as a science teacher before moving into teacher
training in a variety of education settings where she worked for the best
part of a decade. During this time, she led the expansion of Teach First,
the UK’s largest education charity, into the East of England. 

Sarah has degrees from Imperial College London and Canterbury 
Christ Church University. 

Ms Sarah Wotton
Project Manager (Education & Skills)
Zero Waste Scotland

Keywords

Policy

Education

Sustainability

Circular Economy

Wildlife



Dr Zaky is a research fellow at the University of Edinburgh. He is also the 
Managing Editor of Biomass & Bioenergy (Elsevier). He is also the Chair of 
the ECR network of Supergen Bioenergy Hub. The Hub is funded by the UK 
Government to work with academia, industry, government and societal 
stakeholders to develop sustainable bioenergy systems that support the 
UK’s transition to an affordable, resilient and low-carbon energy future.

Dr Zaky’s research aims to establish a Coastal-Integrated-Marine-Biorefinery-System
(CIMBS) that relies on marine resources (seawater, marine biomass and marine 
microorganisms) for the efficient and simultaneous production of biofuels, 
High-Value-Chemicals, and co-products. The system will refrain from using arable
land and freshwater throughout the production chain to achieve negative water
and carbon footprint values. The system will be linked with other offshore and
inshore renewables (e.g. tide, wind, and solar) to improve the overall efficiency 
and economic feasibility of system. 

Dr Zaky’s research was featured in more than 50 newspapers in different languages.
He appeared in multiple newspapers, radio and TV programs (in Arabic) 
discussing issues related to the higher education systems, agricultural policies, 
climate change mitigation, bio-economy, and democracy and freedom of speech.

Dr Abdelrahman Zaky
Sponsored Researcher in Bioenergy
University of Edinburgh

Keywords

Sustainable 
Development

Climate Change
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Biotechnology
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